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Subject: Anguvigag Written Submission for the NWMB-NMRWB joint written public hearing to
consider the 2026/27 total allowable catch levels for Northern and Striped shrimp

To the Nunavik Marine Region Wildlife Board and the Nunavut Wildlife Management Board,

This letter is the submission from the Anguvigaq for the joint written public hearing to consider the 2026/27
total allowable catch (TAC) levels for Northern and Striped shrimp.

Although the stock assessments address many aspects of the current shrimp fishery situation, we feel that
there is a lack of information, and research, pertaining to the potential ecosystem impacts of an increased
TAC. Specifically, we would like to raise concerns regarding potential impacts on the beluga population.

The decrease in fishable biomass (FB) in Northern Shrimp by 79% from 2024 in the Eastern Assessment
Zone (EAZ) is also concerning. While we acknowledge, from the minutes of the Northern Shrimp Advisory
Committee (NSAC) meeting, that biomass may be redistributing and the combined stock status may be
relatively unimpacted, we believe that this should be investigated further. Biomass decrease in an area can
have unexpected impacts on the local ecosystem, and increased harvest pressure could exacerbate that issue.

Until we gain further understanding on ecosystem impacts, especially regarding beluga, and until we have
a more concrete understanding of the stock dynamics (including a possible reassessment of the stock
boundaries), we recommend caution in approaching harvest increases which would be difficult to reverse.



Thus, our recommendation is to refuse the proposed TAC increase for the Western and Eastern Assessment
Zones for both northern and striped shrimp due to insufficient information. We recommend investing
resources into research regarding ecosystem impacts, especially impacts on beluga populations of an
increased shrimp harvest. This should consider the impacts of both a potential decrease in prey species as
well as a potential increase in fishery vessel movements in those areas. Additionally, the stock definitions
should be reassessed to provide a more accurate portrait of the fishable biomass trends. Once a thorough
review has been conducted, we would be open to revisiting the topic in a new public hearing, equipped with
the new reports.

Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,

Bil%y [%alliser

President, Anguvigaq



